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@ROIQflB6)M.
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BO6IRIEEIRN0 O6(E-M®U MIBMaOMQfldlensmo manes Elallmmslen
210RIGNSD. DD EoMNEIBEINLILJ00 MBOOYBEWISL0 M EENIOWEEMISIo
BH0MEMYBODOSI0 B)0S (ICUD@BTILIUOMD MIB6} MVOUSlB6EMO. @OSIE]
o @OFIO@IWo EDRIOMD MVAIOMIET) HE)EMDOUD MVYHSIELHHMSD.

sulomdsne cralodsnie a6alBdene alulmdenoe 60Ul
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2fleIdH6) M@0 HLIYOAYME®I @O 60} HHO0YDL. ACle] MEWIOS
MPI0UMD HEBDOUOEIBIMOEM®. @OIE MO®O|®OHERBH60, QN0
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0IlemBe8Ea 100! 60} SIS0 mEVEl@d Zlalle) Algdom EURIWIR
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EDVBU0OWHNCIa] all. eeed aVANELIAHE:M  EDETBOM  ag)PIBIM):
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Final Statement of the 32" Plenary Assembly of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI), Held
at St. John’s, Bangalore, from 2" to 9" March, 2016,
with the Main Theme “Response of the Church in
India to the Present Day Challenges”

1.0. PREAMBLE

The Second Vatican Council declared in the Pastoral Constitution of the
Church in the Modern World: “The joys and the hopes, the griefs and the
anxieties of the men of this age, especially those who are poor or in any way
afflicted, are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the followers of
Christ” (Gaudium et Spes, no. 1). Jesus proclaimed the Kingdom of God
(Mark 1: 14-15) and called upon His followers to pray and work (Matthew
6: 9-13) for the realization of the Kingdom of God. As sacrament of
salvation, the Church is a sign and instrument of communion with God and
with humanity (Lumen Gentium, no. 1:1). In this YEAR OF MERCY, in
communion with the Universal Church, let us be channels of God’s mercy
to one and all, especially the poor, the deprived, the sick and suffering. And
thus, making our contribution to our beloved nation.

As leaders of the Church, 182 Bishops from 170 Dioceses of the Church
in India are gathered at St. Johns National Academy of Health Sciences,
Bangalore, from 02 to 09 March 2016 to deliberate on “The Response of
the Church in India to the Present Day Challenges” during the 32nd Plenary
Assembly of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI). The Church
in India is a vibrant community making significant contribution to nation
building through education, social development, health care and service,
especially to the poor. The CBCI appreciates the spirit of understanding and
collaboration among the three Sui Iuris Churches. The composite culture
of India has noble values of religiosity, peace, simplicity and tolerance as
lived by Mahatma Gandhi and various Indian sages. We, however, express
our sorrow over the killing of innocent people by extremists in India and in
various parts of the world. We are shocked by the recent killing of the nuns
of the Missionaries of Charity and their collaborators in Yemen.
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The Bishops have resolved to respond to the challenges facing the Church
in India, identifying the following:

2.0. CHALLENGES WITHIN THE CHURCH AND WITHIN
THE COUNTRY

2.1. Challenges within the Church

i

ii.

iii.
iv.
V.

Vi.

vii.

viii.

Declining family values — tensions and break ups in families, an increasing
number of divorces, abortions and a lack of understanding of marriage
as a sacrament.

Growing materialism, consumerism and addiction to social media, due
to decline of spiritual and moral values.

Growing indifference and lack of commitment to the Christian vocation.
Insensitivity regarding gender, caste, language, creed, status and region.
Lack of commitment to Ecumenical unity

Excessive preoccupation with institutionalization.

Insufficient zeal and fear of proclaiming Christ as unique Saviour.

Large scale migration of families affecting community life.

2.2. Challenges within the Country

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
Vi.
Vii.

viii

ix.

Large scale poverty and growing gap between the rich and the poor
Corruption, illiteracy, child labour, increasing unemployment, growing
addiction to alcohol and drugs.

Atheistic Secularism (and practical atheism)

Narrow unitary cultural Nationalism

Sensationalism and dictatorship of a section of the media.

Systematic concerted effort to manipulate the education system

Opposition to the fundamental human right of every person to convert.

. Widespread intolerance, religious fanaticism and fundamentalism, attacks

and atrocities against intellectuals, social activists, religious personnel
and institutions.

Violation of Fundamental Rights enshrined in the Constitution, esp.
minority rights
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x. Growing criminalization and terrorism.
xi. Denial of SC status to Christian Dalits.

3.0. RESTATING THE VISION AND MISSION

3.1. VISION: As a community of Christ’s disciples, the Church is at the
service of the Kingdom of God. As an inclusive and welcoming community,
the Church which is a continued presence of Christ, actualizes the values of
love, justice, equality, mercy and peace. As light, salt and leaven of society,
she lives in total solidarity with people, especially the poor.

3.2. MISSION: The Church is called to lead people to an encounter with
Christ, practising the Gospel values and living for the wellbeing of people
without fear and discrimination on the basis of caste, creed, gender, language,
culture or status in society.

4.0.THE RESPONSE OF THE CHURCH IN INDIA TO THE
PRESENT DAY CHALLENGES

The following areas were chosen by the Bishops for review and for an
appropriate response: i) Family Life Today ii) Renewal of Consecrated
Life iii) The Lay Faithful and the Mission of the Church iv) Ecumenism
v) Inter-religious Dialogue vi) The Education Apostolate and vii) Care of
the Earth, our Common Home and viii) A New Way of Being Church for
an effective response

4.1. Family Life

The well-being of the Church and the society at large are intimately linked
with the nurturing of the family. It is the lifeline of the Church and society
(Instrumentum Laboris, nos. 32, 38). However, “married love is too often
dishonoured by selfishness, hedonism and unlawful contraceptive practices”
(Gaudium et Spes, no. 47). The two recent Synods on the Family, held in
Rome, have drawn attention to the urgency of providing sustained pastoral
care to families.

Proposals:

1. Frequent visits of Parish Priests to the families
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2.  Organizing Marriage Encounter and Marriage Enrichment Programmes.

3. Educating families to live in unity and to reach out to others.

4. Responding to the challenges, the media and society pose for family life.
e.g. prolife issues, issues in human sexuality, pornography and marital
fidelity.

5. Promoting Family counselling centres and Diocesan Family Commissions,
training seminarians and priests to be family counsellors, accompanying
them constantly.

6. Promoting family values, family prayer, family meals, family outings and
use of bible sharing methods through SCC’s.

7. Creating facilities for care of the elderly, respecting them and learning
from them.

4.2. Renewal of Consecrated Persons

The Catholic Church in India is blessed with over one hundred and twenty
five thousand religious priests, religious brothers and religious sisters, who
serve the Church significantly through a large network of educational,
health care and social service institutions. Even as we greatly appreciate
the selfless and dedicated life of the consecrated persons, in recent times,
there is a decrease in the number of candidates opting for consecrated life.
A fresh, creative and a self-critical approach is needed in order to make this
gift of God more attractive and relevant. While appreciating the generous
commitment of thousands of clergy who are witnessing the mercy of God
through parish community and their attached apostolate, we are of the
opinion that priestly life needs a thorough renewal and updating.

Proposals:
1. Rediscovering the Founder’s charism and rededicating oneself to pastoral
ministry with a clear shift of emphasis from maintenance to mission.

2. Consecrated way of life should be a combination of contemplation and
active service, as recommended by St. John Paul II.

3. Maintaining the quality of Consecrated life by careful selection of
candidates and Christ centred formation and commitment to the poor.
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4. Participating in the mission of the Church through greater collaboration
with the Bishop and integration into the pastoral life of the parish
community.

4.3. The Lay Faithful and the Mission of the Church

The lay faithful have a distinct role in the spreading of the Gospel, which
the Church really needs them to carry out with the authority, creativity, and
power that the Holy Spirit has given them in Baptism. Lumen Gentium no.
31 states: “the laity, by their very vocation, seek the kingdom of God by
engaging in temporal affairs and by ordering them according to the plan
of God. They live in the world, that is, in each and in all of the secular
professions and occupations. ... They are called there by God that by
exercising their proper function and led by the spirit of the Gospel they
may work for the sanctification of the world from within as a leaven”. The
laity likewise share in the priestly, prophetic, and royal office of Christ
(Apostolicam Actuositatem, no. 2).

Proposals:

1. Accepting the dignity, role and importance of the role of the lay faithful
in the Church

2. Encouraging the laity to involve themselves in the Church and temporal
order, through the Small Christian Communities (SCC’s).

3. Undertaking faith formation and professional training programmes.

4. Encouraging our laity to take up important leadership positions in the
Parliament, Assemblies, Civil Services, Entrepreneurship in business
and in the judiciary.

5. Recognizing the dignity of labour by providing just wages and social
security.

6. Helping and encouraging lay faithful by providing them with scholarships
and facilities and promoting lay participation in the life and mission of
the Church.
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4.3.1. The Marginalized and Weaker Sections within the Christian
Community (Viz. The Dalits, Tribals, Differently Abled and
Women)

The Church commits herself to the liberation of the weaker sections, like
tribals, women and dalits. She wants to reach out more to the unorganized
groups like fisher-flock, farmers, migrants, domestic workers, victims of
trafficking, through advocacy and networking with NGO’s and other like-
minded groups and individuals, dedicated to the cause of the poor.

Proposals:

1. Realizing that caste system is a reality in India, which has also crept in
certain parts of the Church, we need to pursue with the Government
that Christian Dalits be treated on par with the Hindu Dalits.

2. Introducing positive measures to integrate Christians of Dalit origin
along with others in the Church through education and employment.

3. Strengthening advocacy on the socio-political, economic and cultural
rights of Tribals, enshrined in the Constitution of India.

4. Fostering advocacy and networking to address the issues of land
alienation, induced displacement, human trafficking and migration.

5. Showing sensitivity to the differently abled by providing facilities that
suit their needs.

6. Alleviating the plight of the farmers in distress and preventing suicide
of our farmers.

7. Fostering gender equity and providing a greater role of women in our
collaborative structures.

8. Establishing/ Revitalizing Grievance Cells to address women’s issues to
protect their rights.

4.3.2. Youth Apostolate:

Recognizing that India is predominantly young, so is the Church in India,
there is an urgent need to prepare tomorrow’s leaders today.
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Proposals:

1. Promoting youth apostolate at all levels, such as the Jesus Youth, YCS/
YSM, ICYM and AICUF and Youth Associations of the Sui Iuris
Churches (SMYM and MCYM) in all parishes and institutions.

2. Encouraging faith formation for youth through YOUCAT, DOCAT
and Youth Bible, fostering ethical and moral values, enhancing critical
thinking and problem solving.

3. Promoting young talents for leadership roles in the Church and society,
particularly in political life and civil service.

4.4.1. Ecumenism

Our common faith in God through Baptism is the foundation for us to
overcome divisions among Christians and to promote mutual relations,
friendship and collaboration. “The restoration of unity among all Christians is
one of the principal concerns of the Second Vatican Council. Christ the Lord
founded one Church and one Church only... However, many Christians...
differ in mind and go their different ways, as if Christ Himself were divided”
(Unitatis Redintegratio, no. 1). Therefore, the need of the hour is to take
initiatives to foster better cooperation among Christians through dialogue
and common ecumenical services.

Proposals:

1. Creating ecumenical bodies such as Inter-Church Councils and United
Christian Groups (at Regional and National Level)

2. Dialoguing with ecumenical groups to study social and legal issues
(such as environmental issues human rights and legal issues).

3. Organizing of special programmes for training seminarians, priests,
religious and laity in Ecumenism.

4. Reaching out and dialoguing with fundamentalist groups and sects.

5. Promoting Spiritual Ecumenism - common prayers, using common
ecumenical bibles and sharing spiritual riches.
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4.4.2. Inter-Religious Dialogue:

Inter-religious dialogue has become an urgent priority today. The goal of
dialogue is to establish friendship, peace and harmony and to share spiritual
and moral values and experiences in a spirit of truth and love. Redemptoris
Missio clearly states that “inter-religious dialogue is part of the Church’s
evangelizing mission”. “In the light of the economy of salvation, the Church
sees no conflict between proclaiming Christ and engaging in interreligious
dialogue... Each member of the faithful and all Christian communities
are called to practice dialogue. Dialogue is a path toward the kingdom”

(Redemptoris Missio, no. 56, 57).

Proposals:

1. Introducing Formation Programmes on inter-religious dialogue in our
institutions, seminaries and formation houses.

2. Including Inter-religious dialogue as a subject in school catechism classes.

3. Promoting Inter-religious dialogue through SCC'’s.

4. Respecting the sentiments of the people of other religions.

5. Using Catholic Guilds and other Associations to promote dialogue with
businessmen, politicians, journalists.

6. Organizing training programmes for promoting justice and peace.

7. Promoting religious harmony and National Integration through a
proactive and conciliatory role.

8. Breaking the divisive and intolerant walls of caste, language and ethnicity.

4.5. The Education Apostolate

Educational Institutions need to rise above the maintenance mode to
impart holistic education with a heart for the poor and the marginalized.
The CBCI Education Policy has clearly stated: “The Catholic educational
institutions are to provide inclusive and holistic education especially for the
marginalized and girls enabling them to live life to the full and responsibly,
thus transforming the individual and society” (AICEP 2007).
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Proposals:

1. Having recourse to legal action when Constitutional rights are violated
and the appointment/approval of staff, issue of Minority certificate, grant
in aid, scholarships and other support systems are denied.

2. Promoting Faith formation of Christian students and value education,
reaching out to those living in “social and geographical periphery” and
providing quality education in the slums and rural areas.

3. Recognizing the need to positively promote higher education institutions,
to form persons of character and conviction, capable of delivering quality
leadership and administrative service, upholding the constitutional values
and the socialistic, secular and democratic character of our country
(National Education Coordinators’ Meet, 18 December 2015).

4. Networking with local, district and state leaders and administrators and
befriending people of the neighbourhood and all people of good will to
ensure administrative autonomy, proper to the Minority institutions.

S. Providing educational opportunities, especially to the socially backward
and girl children, and ensuring administrative transparency, financial
accountability and participatory management.

4.6. Care of the Earth, Our Common Home

The ruthless exploitation of the earth’s resources has adverse effects on
humanity. Pope Francis affirmed: “As stewards of God’s creation, we are
called to make the earth a beautiful garden for the human family. When we
destroy our forests, ravage our soil and pollute our seas, we betray that noble
calling” (Speech, Manila, Philippines, January 18, 2015). In this regard, we
must go to the heart of the ecological degradation and advocate an education
in ecological responsibility because “we are all really responsible for all”

Proposals:

1. Every Diocese and Parish to draw up an Environment (Green) Policy.

2. Organizing programmes for protecting the environment and fostering
love for nature.

3. Encouraging use of solar energy, rain-water harvesting, and use of bio-
gas plants.
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4. Promoting sustainable development through change of lifestyle (reuse,
reduce, recycle).

5. Encouraging organic farming and say no to pesticides and plastics.

6. Facilitating Environmental Education and Ecological Conversion

4.7. A New Way of Being Church for an Effective Response

Both Blessed Mother Teresa and Pope Francis are exemplary models for living
with such a vision and mission. Mother Teresa changed her routine way of
living and made a radical decision for living her religious / consecrated life
in a thoroughly new way. So also, the lifestyle of Pope Francis challenges
us to be authentic in our Christian vocation, by freeing ourselves of
traditional structures, institutionalisation and to break new ground, shedding
the comforts and privileges of office and status, embodying the gracious
mercifulness and love of Christ and bringing the joy of the Gospel to one
and all. “... All of us are asked to obey his call (the Lord’s) to go forth from
our own comfort zones in order to reach all the “peripheries” in the light
of the Gospel” (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 20). We are also challenged and
inspired by the exemplary life of the Saints of India, namely, St. Thomas the
Apostle, St. Francis Xavier, St. Gonsalo Garcia, St. Alphonsa, St. Kuriakose
Elias Chavara, St. Euphrasia, St. Joseph Vaz, Blessed Mother Teresa, Blessed
Devasahayam Pillai, Blessed Maria Theresa Chiramel, Blessed Augustine
Thevarparampil (Kunjachan), Servant of God, Father Constant Lievens
and others.

4.7.1.Bishops and Priests:

Bishops and priests, while exercising their role as administrators, should
be first and foremost, shepherds of the flock, available and service minded.
Their lifestyle should be an example of simplicity and spirituality that can
be an inspiration to everyone.

Proposals:

1. Shunning excessive institutionalization, clericalism and extravaganza.

2. Animating pastoral structures, such as Diocesan/Parish Pastoral Councils
and Finance Committees, etc.

Bhadravathi Diocesan Bulletin 23




Bhadradeepa

3. Adopting simple lifestyle, following the example of the Good Shepherd
and opening our houses and our institutions to the poor.

4. Rediscovering the power of the Word of God and prayer

5. Making apostolates, such as healthcare, social development and education
into agents of evangelisation.

6. Refashioning the formation of priests and religious, enabling them to
respond to the challenges of our times with faith and courage.

7. Promoting transparency and accountability at all levels of Church’s
administration.

5.0. CONCLUSION:

As authentic citizens of the country, we repose our confidence in the
democratic values and the Constitution of India. Trusting in God’s grace, love
and mercy, we march ahead to carry out our God-given mission, confident
of the goodwill and support of our people everywhere. We appeal to all
people of goodwill in India to join hands with us in solidarity to work for
a better Church and a better society. May Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of
Mercy and Star of Evangelization, who brought joy and hope to the world,
guide us and help us to fulfil our mission.

09.03.2016 Sd/-
Bangalore Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
President, CBCI
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Appointments and Transfers

Very Rev. Fr. Urumpukattil Augustine

Rev. Fr. Kunnumpuram Job, mcbs

Rev. Fr. Areeparambil Abraham

Rev. Fr. Thrikkodanmalil Mathew

Rev. Fr. Kochupurackal Thomas, o.praem:

Rev. Fr. Vallavassery Varghese, o.praem

Rev. Fr. Thattuparambil Paul

Rev. Fr. Kachamkodathu Scaria, mcbs

Executive Tribunal:

: Protosyncellus and Parish

Priest, Little Flower
Cathedral

: Judicial Vicar and Director,

Catechism & Bible
Apostolate

: Director, Social Work

(Malnad Social Service
Society)

: Director, Commission for

Education.

Parish Priest, St. Mary’s
Church, Chettikudige

: Parish Priest, St. Norbert

Church, Koppa

: Parish Priest, Sacred Church,

Hossur / Induvally

: Asst. Parish Priest, St.

Thomas Church, Gorigandi
& St. George Church,
Balehonnur

‘Eparchial Administrative Tribunal of Bhadravathi’is constituted on
15 May 2016 to deal with the matters related to Palliyogam, or any
other matters as and when entrusted by the Bishop of Bhadravathi.
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President : Very Rev. Fr. Augustine
Urumpukattil

Vice President : Rev. Fr. Francis Allumpuram,
o.praem

Judge : Rev. Fr. Job Kunnumpuram, mcbs

Notary : Rev. Fr. Mathew Thrikkodanmalil
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Bajodg @U®Elaflal. @sdM @oMCER{IRIG alog:sieHnems (Gl
HOBW0, alBHOBNINOWI0 BOOETMSIOD}.

Delegates and Substitutes to
Syro-Malabar Major Archiepiscopal Assembly 2016

1. Bishop Mar Joseph Arumachadath (Ex-officio)

2. Very Rev. Fr. Augustine Urumpukattil (Ex-officio)
3. Fr. Saji Manelil / Fr. Thomas Kulathinkal

4. Sr. Rosily dshj / Sr. Rincy FCC

5. Mr. Jomy Mathew / Mr. Johny Vazhappilly

6. Mrs. Pushpa Vincent / Mrs. Nisha Jaimy

7. Mr. Abhi Pulickakunnel / Mr. Sijo Kaliyani

WO O]
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9880160 @@IMOQN @ lomoadlaflenniomie mia0y. Ale:0Clwolmod
(€IETYETNl]=TioR

PHONE NUMBERS
Very Rev. Fr. Augustine Urumpukattil : 0944705158
Rev. Fr. Job Kunnumpuram, mcbs : 9481776765
Rev. Fr. Paul Thattuparambil : 9448548315
Rev. Fr. Jaison (Thomas)
Kochupura, o.praem : 9526693811/ 8951190618
Rev. Fr. Bibin (Varghese)
Vallavassery, o.praem : 9645738148 / 7411644914

and. (aN0MMIIM’ @Ras oal)00
©Jal®2 210Mmileld
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Moy,

Scholarship Examination 2015 - 16 / Diocesan Level / Results
No | Class | Reg. No. Name Parish Forane |Rank

1 12 (20161202 | Anitha Arackal | N.R.Pura | N.R. Pura I

2 | 12 |20161204 Merin Shettykoppa | N.R.Pura | 1II
(Amradha)

3 | 12 [20161203| Elizabeth Ripponpet | Ripponpet | III
Muttathil
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Criteria of evaluation for the best Catechism unit

of the year-2015-16

Criteria Total |Iduvally | Koppa | Ripponpet | Makkod
Core Team Visit 20 19 16 19 18
Records 20 18 19 19 19
Evaluation Criteria 20 18 18 18 18
Participation in the 10 10 10 10 10
Diocesan Meetings
Participation 25 22 20 18 19
in Diocesan
Progaramme
Participation in the 10 10 10 10 9
Forane Level
Communication 10 9 10 10 9
with the Diocesan
Team
Total 106 103 104 102
Scholarship 3 S S 3
Core Team Surprise 20 17 16 14 16
Visit
Total 126 124 123 121
Place I II 111 v
and. 8RNI &)(Mioall0o
AW OHSD
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Report of the Joint Commission held on 14/5/16

The joint commission meeting was held as per schedule on 14* May
2016, at Bishop’s house. Only the following members were present for the
same: Bishop Mar Joseph Arumachadath, Fr. Saji, Fr. Santosh, Fr. Tino, Fr.
Binoy, Fr. Priyesh and Fr. Abraham. The coordinator, Fr. Abraham led the
members in prayer after which he welcomed the members present. This was
followed by the presidential address by the Bishop, wherein he appreciated
the members for being present as well as for their support to the diocese.
The main agenda of the meeting was to present the report of the activities
of the year and so each member was given time to do the same.

1. Commission for Youth: The director of the commission Rev. Fr. Tino
said that the report is already submitted to the regional office; however
bishop asked him to present it to the group in the next meeting.

2. Commission for Vocation & Priestly formation: Rev. Fr. Tino
presented the report in which he highlighted the training given to the
altar boys & girls, diocesan vocation camp, the diocesan selection camp
as well as the summer camp of the Seminarians. He concluded by saying
that 12 students are selected to join the diocese this year.

3. Basic Christian Community: Rev. Fr. Saji, the commission director
gave a brief report of the activities held during this year. He said that a
‘hand book of prayer’ (prarthana sahayi) is getting ready.

4. Family Commission: The commission director Rev. Fr. Santosh gave a
detailed report of the commission during which he spoke of the marriage
preparation courses, family renewal program which was given in each
parish.This was much appreciated by all the parishes and a suggestion
came that for the next round, if we can provide lunch for the parishioners,
it will be an added incentive for full participation. It was unanimously
decided to have the evaluation meeting as well as a planning session for
the next round, at 2.00 pm, on 21* of May.

5. Commission for evangelization: Rev. Fr. Priyesh, the new commission
director said that the report of the earlier programs will be given by the
former director; Rev. Fr. Sebastian. He spoke about the Christeen retreat
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organized for the students.He also presented a plan for the coming year.

6. Commission for Laity: Rev. Fr. Binoy spoke of the 1* stage preparation
of the laity and added that without getting the proper direction from the
region, he cannot proceed to the next round. He also spoke of the need
to prepare youth to take up political leadership as well as to prepare as
lawyers.

As the outcome of the discussion it was decided to look for a suitable
candidate who will monitor as a diocesan representative, to tap the
various benefits to the minority.

7. Commission for Education: Fr. Abraham informed them about the
different meetings that were held in each of our aided schools. He also
said that it was very fruitful and useful to attend the regional meetings. A
seminar for the managers and principals will be organized in the month
of June, to give an orientation regarding the diocesan education policy
as well as on CBCI accreditation.

Towards the end Bishop asked the directors to expand each commission
with a minimum number of five members. He asked to prepare an
action plan with the help of these members.

It was also decided to hold the next meeting on 21* of this month at
11.00 am, during which each commission will present his/her report
as well as action plan for the next year. The meeting concluded at 2.00
pm, with the prayer Regina Coeli followd by lunch.

Report of the Joint Commission held on 21/5/16

As per the decision of the previous meeting, a second meeting was organized
on 21* of May at 11.00 am under the leadership of our beloved Bishop Mar
Joseph Arumachadath. The meeting began with a prayer song after which
the coordinator Fr. Abraham, welcomed the group members. The group
extended a special welcome to the new director of Catechism department,
Rev. Fr. Job.
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After the initial introduction by our Bishop, the presentation of next year’s
program began. Rev. Fr. Varghese Podipara, presented a well prepared program
for the next academic year by the Catechism department. He informed the
group that this year each catechism child has to pay a sum of Rs. 100/- as
annual fee which will be used for the year’s expenses. Bishop added that
in case if any child finds it difficult to pay, that will be compensated by the
diocese.

Rev. Fr. Thomas, the director of Renewal team said that he is in the process
of forming a diocesan team of charismatic renewal group. They will give
shape to a prayer group in each parish, with the help of the parish priest.
To this effect, an action plan will be provided soon.

Rev. Fr. Binoy, the director of Laity commission came up with the suggestion
that each parish has to nominate a lay leader for the parish, for whom a
leadership training will be given. They will later guide the other lay leaders
in each parish. A detailed program is yet to be prepared.

Rev. Fr. Saji, the director of BCCC, came up with three possible days to
have a forane level meeting of BCC members.

In the absence of the youth director, Rev. Sr. Sofia the animator presented
their detailed program. NYC Cross passing in our diocese will be a major
event in the year. Bishop added that for any of the general gathering outside
our diocese, a banner/ placard / badge has to be provided to the youth. He
also said that more programs connected with environmental issues; to care
our environment, to have awareness regarding each person’s responsibility
to be just and to become an agent of change in the society.

Rev. Fr. Abraham, the director of Education commission presented the
program of Education commission. He said that this year the education
commission will be expanded to seven members and they will organize
awareness programs as well as conduct inspection in our diocesan schools.
A seminar for the HM’s and Managers will be organized in the month of
July in which the regional director will be present. Bishop said that each
school should have an association of Old Students with formal registered
body. He also said that the teachers/ staff need to develop a habit to visit
the houses of our students.
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It was also decided to have a minimum of four meetings of the Joint-
commission. Bishop also reminded the members about the need to be
present for every meeting and not to change the pre-planned dates. Rev. Fr.
Job also suggested that it would be better to send a letter to the members in
advance, informing about the meetings and thereafter to keep up the timing.

The meeting concluded with the vote of thanks by the coordinator. After
the noon prayer & lunch, the members dispersed.

Fr. Abraham Areeparambil
Pastoral Coordinator

DIOCESAN PROGRAMME FOR 2016 -2017

June 2016
DATE | TIME PLACE PROGRAM COMMISSION
03 10.30 am | MSSS Office | Monitoring & Social Work
Evaluation
0S First day of Sunday Catechism
School

Beginning of the activity | CML
year at Parish level

Election of the Office |CML
Bearers

Each Parish Seminar on the primary | CML
activities of CML at
Parish level by Parish
Animator

Adopt a Family - to
help them spiritually

and materially
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06 06.pm NRPura Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
08 06.pm Ripponpet Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
09 11l.am Shimoga Election of the Office | Social Work
Bearers
11 MSSS Office | Seminar on the primary | Social Work
activities of CML at
Parish level by Parish
Animator
06. pm Shimoga Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
12 Adopt a Family - To Social Work
help them spiritually
and materially
12 MSSS Office | CAP Entrance Exam Social Work
16 10.00 am | Shimoga Presbyterium
19 Logos Registration - Catechism
last date
July 2016
04 10.30 am | MSSS Office | Monitoring & Social Work
Evaluation
06.pm NRPura Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
() 06.pm Ripponpet Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
06 06.pm Shimoga Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
09 1l.am Shimoga Joint-commission
Meeting
10 PTA Meeting Catechism
16 Executive Team ICYM
Meeting
23 Forane Level Meeting |BCC
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24 1% Test + Nanna Catechism
Prarthana Pusthaka
28 Feast of St Alphonsa CML
August 2016
02 10.30 am | MSSS Office | Monitoring & Social Work
Evaluation
04 Feast of St John Mariya | CML
Vianney, Special prayers
for the parish priests
and all priests in our
Diocese
08 06.pm | NRPura Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
09 06.pm | Ripponpet Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
10 06.pm Shimoga Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
11 Commemorating the CML
founder of CML, P.C.
Abraham (Kunjettan),
Requiem Mass
12 KROSS Governing Body Social Work
Meeting
13 KROSS Annual General Body | Social Work
Meeting
15 Parish Bible Quiz Catechism
Independence Day CML
20 Forane Level Meeting |BCC
29 Feast of St Euprasia CML
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September 2016

01 Eight day Nombu begins | CML

02 10.30 am | MSSS Office | Monitoring & Social Work
Evaluation

03 10.00 am |Shimoga Forane level Seminar Mathruvedi

0S 06.pm NRPura Monthly Recollection | Renewal team

06 06.pm | Ripponpet Monthly Recollection | Renewal team

07 06.pm Shimoga Monthly Recollection | Renewal team

08 Nativity of Our Lady CML

10 10.am Shimoga Forane level Seminar Mathruvedi

10.am Shimoga Diocesan Cunsulters’

Meeting

11 02.pm Shimoga Diocesan level bible Mathruvedi
quiz

12 10.am NR Pura Vishwasa Sangamam Catechism

17 10.am Shimoga Forane level Seminar Mathruvedi

18-23 Machanahally |Priests’ Retreat

23 10.am Shimoga Presbyterium

24 Forane Level Meeting |BCC

25 Logos Examination Catechism

12 1l.am Shimoga MSSS Governing Body | Social Work
meeting
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October 2016

01 Shimoga Joint-commission
Meeting

02 Shimoga NYC Cross Receiving | ICYM

03 MSSS Office | Monitoring & Social Work
Evaluation

07 Machanahalli | NYC Cross Passing ICYM

07-09 Machanahalli | Youth Convention ICYM

9 Half Yearly Exam Catechism

10 Ripponpet NYC Cross Passing ICYM

NRPura Monthly Recollection | Renewal team

10-12 Machanahalli | Vishwasolsavam — Catechism
Diocesan Level

11 Ripponpet Monthly Recollection | Renewal team

12 Shimoga Monthly Recollection | Renewal team

16 N R Pura NYC Cross Passing ICYM
Mission Sunday, special | CML
collection by little
missionaries

22 Cultural Fest — Forane | Catechism
level

23 N R Pura NYC Cross Passing over | ICYM
to Puthur Diocese

25 Shimoga Diocesan Day

31 Cultural Fest — Catechism
Diocesan level
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November 2016

01

All Saints day

CML

02

10.am

Shimoga

Elisha Meet

Mathruvedi

All Souls day

03

10.30 am

MSSS Office

Monitoring &
Evaluation

Social Work

07

06.pm

NRPura

Monthly Recollection

Renewal team

08

06.pm

Ripponpet

Monthly Recollection

Renewal team

09

06.pm

Shimoga

Monthly Recollection

Renewal team

09-12

Machinahally

Marriage preparation
course

Family

13

NR Pura

End of the Diocesan
Level celebration of
the Year of Mercy and
closing of the Holy
Door at NR Pura
Cathedral

14

Children’s day &
Childline se dosti
Program

Social Work

17

KROSS

Governing Body
Meeting

Social Work

20

Feast of Christ the King,
Closing of the Year of
Mercy, Rome.
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December 2016
02 10.30 am | MSSS Office | Monitoring & Social Work
Evaluation
03 Feast of St Francis CML
Savior
0S 11.am Shimoga MSSS Governing Body | Social Work
meeting
06.pm  |NRPura Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
06 06.pm | Ripponpet Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
07 06.pm Shimoga Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
10,11 Career Guidance ICYM
Program/ Election of
Leaders & Leaders’
training
17 Carol Singing CML
Competition —
Diocesan level
20 10.am Shimoga Presbyterium
22 11.30 am |MSSS Office | Christmas Celebration | Social Work
18 II Test Catechism
25 CHRISTMAS
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January 2017
02 10.am MSSS Office | Monitoring & Social Work
Evaluation
Feast of St Kuriakose
Elias Chavara
07 11.am Shimoga Joint-commission
Meeting, (Planning,
Evaluation &
Reporting)
08 Sunday School Quiz Catechism
Competition - forane
09 06.pm  |NRPura Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
10 06.pm Ripponpet Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
11 06.pm Shimoga Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
14 10.am Shimoga Navomi Meet Mathruvedi
15 IIPTA Catechism
16 10.am Shimoga Diocesan Consulters’
Meeting
18-22 Mangalore NYC National ICYM
Convention
Republic day
29 Diocesan level Catechism
Sunday School Quiz
Competition
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February 2017
02 10.30 am | MSSS Office | Monitoring & Social Work
Evaluation
S HM Meeting Catechism
06 06.pm NRPura Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
07 06.pm | Ripponpet Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
08 06.pm Shimoga Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
27 Ash Monday, beginning
of Lent
March 2017
02 10.30 am | MSSS Office | Monitoring & Social Work
Evaluation
Social Work
0S5 Final Examination Catechism
06 11.am Shimoga MSSS Governing Body
meeting
06.pm  |NRPura Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
07 06.pm Ripponpet Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
08 06.pm Shimoga Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
12 Result Catechism
15-18 Machinahally |Marriage preparation | Family
course
18 Scholarship Exam Catechism
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19 Feast of St Joseph, Feast
of His Excellency Mar
Joseph Arumachadath,
Pray for our beloved
Bishop, Pray for the
Diocese

April 2017

03 10.30 am | MSSS Office | Monitoring & Social Work
Evaluation

06.pm  |NRPura Monthly Recollection | Renewal team

04 06.pm Ripponpet Monthly Recollection | Renewal team

0S 06.pm Shimoga Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
08 10.am Shimoga Mathruvedi Sangamam | Mathruvedi
Palm Sunday
10 Birthday of His
Excellency Mar Joseph
Arumachadath
11 10.am Shmoga Presbyterium
02.pm Shimoga CHRISM MASS
MAUNDY
THURSDAY
14 Good Friday
15 11.00 Shimoga Joint-commission
Meeting
Holy Saturday
16 EASTER
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May 2017
08 06.pm  |NRPura Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
09 06.pm | Ripponpet Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
10 06.pm Shimoga Monthly Recollection | Renewal team
11 10.am Youth Camp ICYM
11-14 |04.pm Christeen Retreat CML
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BISHOP’S DIARY

MARCH 2016

01 : Participated in the Syro-Malabar Doctrinal Commission Meeting
held at Dharmaram College, Bangalore

02-09 : Participated in the CBCI Plenary Meeting, at St. John’s Medical
College, Bangalore

11 : Conferred Minor Orders on candidates at Sanathana Seminary,
Thamarassery; visited Bishop’s House Thamarassery; visited Fr.
Mathew Kizhakkemury at MIMS hospital, Kozhikode

13 : Offered Holy Eucharist at Good Shepherd Church, Ripponpet
and gave message as part of the celebration of the Year of the
Family

15 : Offered Holy Eucharist at SH Convent, Gadikoppa

18 : Offered Holy Eucharist at St. Sebastian Church, Makod and led
the Way of the Cross

19 : Presided over the meeting of the Diocesan Commissions at
Bishop’s House, Shimoga and offered Holy Eucharist on the
occasion of the Feast of St. Joseph

20 : Led the Palm Sunday services at St. Joseph Forane Church,
Shimoga and consecrated the newly erected Altar at the Parish
Church

22 : Participated in the presbyterium and monthly recollection for the
priests; officiated the Chrism Mass

24 : Officiated Holy Thursday services at Little Flower Cathedral,
N.R. Pura

25 : Led Good Friday services at St. Joseph’'s Forane Church,
Shimoga

27 . Officiated Easter services at the Little Flower Cathedral, N.R.
Pura

APRIL 2016

01 : Beginning of the Summer Program for the Seminarians of the

Diocese of Bhadravathi
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03 : Offered Holy Eucharist at St. Thomas Church, Gorigandi on the
occasion of the parish feast

04 : Participated in the Monthly Recollection of N.R. Pura Forane

05 : Participated in the Monthly Recollection of Ripponpett Forane

06 : Participated in the Monthly Recollection of Shimoga Forane

07 : Participated in the CHAKA Board Meeting, and Health Commission
Meeting, at Upasana, Bangalore

09 : Offered Holy Eucharist at St. Peter’'s Church, Masthikatte on
the occasion of the parish feast

16 : Blessed the Marriage of Ms. Blessy Mukkadan at Chenappady

17 : Blessed the marriage of Mr. Jeevan Pathippally at St. Thomas
Forane Church, Erattayar

20-21 : Participated in the provincial gathering of Bishops of the
Thalassery Province

24 : Offered Holy Eucharist at St. Mary’s Church, Chettikudige in the
morning and at St. George Church, Balehonnur in the evening
on the occasion of parish feast

26-27 : Participated in the Inter-curia Meeting of the Karnataka Syro-
Malabar Dioceses

28 : Blessed the new building of the DSS Convent at Nagavally

29 : Presided at the MSSS Governing Body meeting

30 : Offered Holy Eucharist at St. Mary’s Church, Holehonnur on the
occasion of the Silver Jubilee of Rev. Srs. Anice SH, Rani SH,
and Roseline SH

MAY 2016

01 : Offered Holy Eucharist and gave Minor Ordr of Karoya to
two Brothers and priestly garment to four Brothers; gave First
Holy Communion and Confirmation to children at St. Joseph
Parish, Shimoga; offered Holy Eucharist at St. Joseph’s Church,
Davangere on the occasion of the parish feast

02-03 : Vocation camp for selecting candidates to the minor seminary

05 : Offered Holy Eucharist and gave First Holy Communion and
Confirmation to children at St. George Church, Vellayamkudy,
Idukki
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: Conferred Priestly Ordination on Dn. Joseph James

Erumachadath, at St. Joseph’s Church, Shantigram, Idukki

: Presided the Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting at Shimoga;

gave send off to Very Rev. Fr. Jose Vettickal who went back to
the Archdiocese of Tellicherry after three years of commendable
service as Vicar General of the Diocese of Bhadravathi and as
Vicar of Little Flower Cathedral, NR Pura

: Participated in the meeting of the Diocesan Commissions at

Shimoga

: Blessed the newly constructed house of Mr. Jomy Cherukatt
: Offered Holy Eucharist at St. Thomas Church, Gorigandi on the

occasion of the Silver Jubilee of Rev. Sr. Lovely, Daughters of
the Church

: Participated in the Syro-Malabar Consultation on Mission Ad

Gentes Today, held at Sandesh Bhavan, Thalassery

: Participated in the Diocesan Commissions’ meeting and that of

the Family Commission held in Shimoga

: Offered Holy Eucharist and gave First Holy Communion and

Confirmation to children at Good Shepherd Forane Church,
Ripponpett

: Participated in the Diocesan Core Committee meeting of the

Commission for Catechism and Bible Apostolate
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BISHOP’S PROGRAMME

JUNE 2016

03

: Seminar and training session for the newly elected Kaikars and

parish secretaries, Shimoga

06 : Inauguration of St. Joseph Public School, N.R. Pura; Monthly
Recollection, NR Pura

07 : MSSS Meeting

08 : Monthly Recollection, Shimoga Forane

12 : Catechetical Sunday; Holy Mass at St. Joseph Forane Church,
Shimoga

16 : Meeting of the Diocesan Presbyterium, Bishop’s House, Shimoga

18 : Meeting of Sr. Superiors of all Houses of Women Religious in
the Diocese of Bhadravathi

19 : Blessing of the Renovated MCBS House, Anavatty

24 : Health Commission Meeting, Bangalore

JULY 2016

Out of Station
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Sacred Heart Church Hossur (Induvally)
Consecrated on 25-04-2016



To serve Thy people

DIOCESE OF BHADRAVATHI

YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE (2014 -2015)
YEAR OF FAMILY (2015- 2016)
YEAR OF NEW EVANGELIZATION (2016 -2017)

. — Parishes Under Diocese of Bhadravathi

1. Anandapuram
2. Anavatty

3. Balehonnur

4. Bhadravathi
5. Chettikudige
6. Gorigandi

7. Hanthuvani

8. Holehonnur
9. Hossur (Induvally)
10. Iduvally

11. Kogar

12. Koppa
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13. Makkod

14. Mallandur
15. Masthikatte
16. Muthinakoppa
17.N.R. Pura
18. Nagavally
19. Ripponpet
10. Sagar

21. Shettikoppa
22.Shimoga
23. Umblebylu
24. Davangere

EPARCHY OF BHADRAVATHI

Bishop’s House, St. Joseph’s Church, Sagar Road, Shimoga-577204, Karnataka, India.

Tel.:08182-256549/255923; Fax:08182-256549 | E-mail: bhadravathidiocese@rediffmail.com
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