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Prot. No. 1432/2011

CIRCULAR AFTER XIX SYNOD - SESSION-3

My dear priests, religious and lay faithful,

After my election and installation as Major Archbishop of the
Syro-Malabar Church by the Providence of God, the major event that
took place in our Church is the Synod of Bishops held at the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount St. Thomas from 17 to 27 August
2011. It was the third session of the XIX Synod. Through this letter
| would like to communicate to you some general information about
this synod. Let me at the very outset, thank you most sincerely for
your love and valuable prayers.

As usual, on the first day of the Synod till noon, we devoted
ourselves in preparing spiritually in prayer and recollection and a
concelebrated Holy Qurbana. The formal inauguration of the Synod
took place in the afternoon. Except two or three Bishops emeriti, all
Bishops participated in the Synod.

After the Second Session of the XIX Synod, our beloved Major
Archbishop Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil, left for his eternal abode
plunging all of us in great sorrow. Similarly Bishop emeritus John
Perumattam, who served the eparchy of Ujjain as its first Bishop for
many years, also departed. Let us remember them in our prayers.

| do recall with joy and gratitude the leadership given by Bishop
Bosco Puthur as the Administrator of our Church after the demise
of Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil to manage well all affairs of the
Church during the interim period till the installation of the New Major
Archbishop. Let me inform you that he has been elected Secretary
of the Synod of Bishops.

Let us thank God for the elevation of the Servants of God Bishop
Thomas Kurialacherry and Fr. Mathew Kadalikkattil to the status of
Venerables. Let us remember in our prayers Bishop Paul Chittilapilly,
Bishop James Pazhayattil and Bishop George Punnakottil who celebrate
this year the Golden Jubilee of their priestly ordination. The current
year marks the birth centenary of Mar Joseph Parecattil, the first
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Cardinal of our Church, and of Mar Sebastian Vallopilly, the father of
immigrant population of Malabar. We shall keep them in our prayers
gratefully remembering their valuable services to our Church.

Mission Eparchies

At present there are 13 Mission Eparchies in the Syro-Malabar
Church. The Syro-Malabr Eparchies in Kerala sponsor these Mission
Eparchies and assist them in various ways and promote their growth.
Prayer, financial assistance, service of priests and the religious,
promotion of missionary vocations, mutual visits, etc. are the means
by which the Eparchies in the Mother Church try to enhance the
growth of the Mission Eparchies. | earnestly exhort all to deepen the
cordial relationship with the Mission Eparchies and to support them by
strengthening these ways of cooperation further in this Mission year.

Mission Year Celebrations

Some definite directions were already given regarding the
Mission Year celebrations. Besides, the leaflet explaining the various
programmes of the Mission Year celebrations prepared by the Central
Organizing Committee for Syro-Malabar Mission Year has also
been published. | request that following these directions, suitable
programmes are planned and implemented in every eparchy. The
following programmes are to be given more priority: Prayer for
Mission Eparchies, Mission Awareness Programmes, Get-together of
Missionaries, Sponsoring of Mission Parishes, Visiting Houses in the
Missions, Social Welfare Activities, Mission to adivasi communities,
Mission Directory, Mission retreats in parishes, etc. The official
Church-level inauguration of the Mission Year was conducted on 21
August 2011 in Kodungallore with a concelebrated Holy Qurbana with
the Participation of all Bishops, together with the representatives of
priests, religious and laity. It was followed by the veneration of the
relic of St. Thomas, the Apostle, preserved at the Pontifical Shrine,
Azhikode. | am very glad to inform you that the inaugural functions
organized under the auspices of the eparchy of Irinjalakuda were well
accomplished.
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Pastoral Care of the Migrant Faithful

The Pastoral care of the migrant Syro-Malabar faithful living in many
foreign Countries is a concern that we have been experiencing for a
long time. We could address this issue to some extent. In some
places we could appoint our priests as chaplains. Still we need to
get many more things done. The Commission concerned seriously
studies them and makes every effort to solve the problems. At this
juncture | request your earnest prayers for the success of these efforts.

International Eucharistic Congress

You might have known by this time about the 50th International
Eucharistic Congress scheduled for 10-17 June 2012 in Ireland.
Arrangements are being made for a delegation of the Syro-Malabar
Church to take part in it. | request you to pray for the whole world
to be blessed through this International Eucharistic Congress.

Major Seminaries

The Synod evaluated in particular the activities of the Major
Seminaries of Aluva, Vadavathoor and Kunnoth which are under
governance of the Synod and the formation of clerics in general. The
Rectors of the seminaries reported that the formation of clerics was
satisfactory and that there were increasing financial difficulties. The
support given by some selected parishes from different eparchies for
helping Kunnoth Seminary which experiences greater financial crunch is
gratefully remembered. The participants of the first on-going formation
course for formators of the seminaries conducted at Mangalapuzha
greatly appreciated it. The Synod has decided that all formators of
the seminarians should participate in the on-going formation courses.
Considering the importance of seminary formation, the Synod has
made arrangements for the preparation of a comprehensive action
plan having studied the various aspects of formation. The Synod
reiterated its decision making graduation necessary for promoting
seminarians to the Major seminaries. It is brought to the attention
of the seminarians that they are requested to actively participate in
the Mission Year Programmes of our Church and that they should
know well the Mission Policy of our Church and the contents of the
Catechism Text Books.
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The Synod felt that although more importance is given to the
study of the Bible in the seminaries, the preaching of homilies by
the priests were still to be improved. The Synod is of opinion that
a comprehensive renewal is needed and that effective steps are to
be taken in this regard. The Synod observed that there was some
confusion regarding the various liturgical ministries exercised by the
seminarians. They are to perform only those liturgical functions proper
to the order they have received. | will inform the details about it to
the persons concerned.

Canonical Questions

The Synod discussed some canonical ambiguities on certain
functions of pastoral care such as the blessing of marriages and issued
clear directives, the details of which will be communicated to you later.

The Second Anaphora (of Mar Theodore)

There are three Anaphorae for the Order of the Holy Qurbana in our
Church. Of these, the first one, that is the Anaphora of the apostles
Addai and Mari is the one we use in our Qurbana. The second one
is known as the Anaphora of Mar Theodore. The Central Liturgical
Committee under the auspices of the Commission for Liturgy prepared
the Text of this Anaphora and made necessary corrections considering
the suggestions and proposals from the eparchies. The Synod after
thorough study and discussion has approved this Anaphora with some
modifications. The Synod has also decided that a report be presented
in the following Synod, evaluating the trial celebration of this Anaphora
(dry mass), using this text with a selected community in each eparchy
under the supervision of the Eparchial Bishop. This trial celebration
has to be done after proper catechesis and making the text familiar.
Thereafter, having examined the reports adequately, the Text of the
Anaphora will be submitted to the Apostolic See for recognitio.

Commissions

The various activities of the Synod are conducted through different
Commissions and Committees. Their reports were presented in
the Synod and the Synod having assessed these reports, gave the
required directives for future action.
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Procura in Rome

We still do not have a house of our own in Rome suitable to meet
our need to be constantly in touch with the Vatican dicasteries for the
affairs of our Church. Now we have identified a very suitable dwelling
place for this purpose. The Synod has decided to purchase it. The
funds for this purpose are to be found. | request all sections of our
Church to cooperate with this project. Details of this project will be
communicated to you later.

Functioning of the Curia

The Synod discussed and approved the Guidelines for the
functioning of the Curia. The Synod also discussed items like the
running of the News Paper Deepika, the socio-political situation in
Kerala and the construction works yet to be completed in the Curia, etc.

Devotional Practices

The Synod discussed the devotional practices in our Church. The
general opinion of the Synod was that we should take decisions on
them after further study.

The Teachings of the Second Vatican Council

The Synod decided to make an objective study on the
implementation in our Church of the documents of the Second
Vatican Council and post-conciliar documents, on the occasion of
the forthcoming golden jubilee of the Second Vatican Council. The
Synod entrusted this task to a committee.

Roman Synod

The Synod discussed the responses and suggestions received
from the eparchies on New Evangelization, the topic of the Synod
of Bishops in Rome in the Year 2012. The response of our Church
on this topic is to be sent to Rome. This shall be done in due time
with the help of a Committee.

The Visit of the Major Archbishop to the Pope

The first visit of the Major Archbishop to the Holy Father, after
having been elected as the new Head of the Syro-Malabar Church, is
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considered to be an important event. Accordingly arrangements are
made for the visit to the Holy Father on 17 October. The Members
of the Permanent Synod, the Curia Bishop and the first Auxiliary of
Ernakulam-Angamaly also will accompany me on this visit. Besides
the Holy Father, we will visit also the different Dicasteries of the
Roman Curia. | request your earnest prayers so that this visit may
be greatly fruitful to our Church.

New Commission

| am happy to inform you that a new Commission for Institutes
of Consecrated Life is formed with the aim of ensuring the active
participation of the religious in the life and mission of the Church.

| cordially thank everyone who prayed and worked for the success
of he first Synod conducted after my election as Major Archbishop.
The XIX Synod Session 3 was officially concluded on August 27,
at 6.00 pm. Let us praise and thank God for the graces we have
received through this Synod.

+ George Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
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2011 }aI®oGIMmEmI® ERRCleNeq|5MUd:

1) Jubilarians

i. Rev. Sr. Alosious SH, Shimoga
(50 years of Religious Profession)

i. Rev. Sr. Annie Tresa SH, Holehonnur
(25 years of Religious Profession

iii. Rev. Sr. Elsina SABS, Ripponpett
(25 years of Religious Profession)

iv. Mr. Xavier & Mrs. Anna Ambattu, Nagavally
(50th Anniversary of Wedding)

V. Mr. Sebastian & Mrs. Kathrina Kizhakkayil, Iduvally
(50th Anniversary of Wedding)

vi. Mr. Ouseph Chacko & Mrs. Mary Puthussery, NR Pura
(50th Anniversary of Wedding

vii. Mr. Thomas & Mrs. Thressiamma Kurinjimalayil, Nagavally
(50th Anniversary of Wedding)

2) Best Sunday School of the Year 2010-2011

Ist : Little Flower Sunday School, NR Pura
lInd : Sacred Heart Sunday School, Hossur (Induvally)

3) Catechism Scholarships

10th: Princy Paulose Nellippally, NR Pura

7th : Lishma Kootala, NR Pura

4th : Dhanya Kachappally, NR Pura

4) Family Bible Quiz

Ist : Mr. Davis NP Neelankavil & Family, Bhadravathi

lInd : Mr. Baby Pulickakunnel & Family, Hossur
[lird : Mr. Joy Kuzhippallil & Family,Koppa
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5) Bible Quiz-General:

Ist : Rev. Fr. Thomas Kulathinkal
lInd : Rev. Sr. Chandrika DSS
llird : Rev. Sr. Lissa Antony DSS

6) Logos Quiz Competition:
Ist : Mrs. Daisy Jomy, Shimoga

lind : Rev. Sr. Josha SABS,Ripponpet
Ilird : Sini Thomas, Bhadravathi

7) Highest Marks in SSLC
Princy Paoulose Nellippally, NR Pura (537marks, 85.92%)
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Power Point Presentation

Participants . Syro Malabar Catholics

Subject . “How can | be a Missionary
in My Life — situation?”

Submit two copies in CD/DVD. Attach your
address on a separate sheet

Time limit . 5 minutes

(self running mode PowerPoint show)
Medium : English
Last date . 2012 February 15

Sent to the central committee by post or in person
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Bishop’s Dairy

October 2011

48

01.
02.

03.
04.

05.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

19.

20.

22.
24-28
29.

Inaugurated Lay Leaders’ Training Programme, Machanahally

. Participated in Shimoga Malayali Samajam Onam Celebration

as chief guest and gave message

: Monthly Recollection, N.R. Pura Forane
. Feast of St. Francis Assisi, Holy Mass at ASMI Convent,

Anandapura; Monthly Recollecton, Ripponpet Forane

. Presided over the First Diocesan Annual Meet of Mathruvedi

at Machanahally; Monthly Recollection, Shimoga Forane

. Celebrated Holy Qurbana and gave message for the Parish

Feast at St.Alphonsa Church, Mallandur

. Presided the KRCBC Health Commission Meeting, Bangalore
: Visit to Satara — Solapur Mission; visted Sadhepur station;

celebrated Holy Qurbana and gave message at Ambrosean
Institute of Technology; visited mission minor seminary

. Celebrated Mass for the seminarians at Solapur; visited the

schools at Barsi and Mahswad; Visited Ashagram, Goregav

. Celebrated Mass at Ashagram; visited Ashabhavan and

Mission Centre at Satara; wentto Lonand and finally to
Panchgani

. Celebrated Holy Qurbana and gave message for the parish

feast of St. Alphonsa Parish, Panchgani

. Participated in the Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee Celebration of

Mar Paul Chittilappilly, at Thamarassery

. Celebrated Holy Mass for the DSHJ Sisters, Bhadravathi and

gave message on the occasion of the Feast of St. Theresa
Verzeri

. Celebrated Holy Mass at St. Anne’s Church, Muthinakoppa

and gave message on the occasion of the Feast of St. Jude

. Diocesan Day Celebrations
: Participated in KRCBC annual meeting, Bangalore
. Celebrated Holy Mass and gave message at St. Norbet's

Parish, Bangalore
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November

49

30.

31.

02 — 05:

06.

07.

08.
10.

12.

13.

19.

20.

23.

24.

26.

27

. Celebrated Holy Mass and gave First Holy Communion and

Confirmation to children at St. Thomas Parish, Jalahally,
Bangalore

. Celebrated Holy Mass and gave message at St. Mary’'s

Parish Church, Udayagiri

2011

Diocesan Annual Retreat for priests, Machanahally

. Celebrated Holy Mass and gave message at Sacred Heart

Church, Hossur on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee
celebration of Sr.

. Presided the diocesan historical committee meeting and

committee for Education policy

. Visited Shettikoppa
. Celebrated Holy Mass and administered Baptism at Lourd

Matha Church, Nagavally

. Celebrated Holy Mass, gave message for the Annual Day of

Suvidya College, Bangalore

. Presided the concluding meeting of CNGI Regional Annual

Meeting at Snehadaan, Bangalore. Celebrated Holy Mass for
the delegates and gave message

Inaugurated the Pre-marriage Preparation Course at
machanahally

. Feast of Christ the King, concelebration of the Holy

Eucharist and Eucharistic Adoration at Sacred Heart
Cathedral, Shimoga

. Reception to His Excellency Mar Remigios Inchananiyil and

60 priests from the diocese of Thamassery who came for the
mission pilgrimage

. Reception to Mar Remigios and priests at Sagar,

Machanahally and Holehonnur

. Celebrated Holy Mass and blessed the marriage of Antony

Erumachadath at St. Thomas Forane Church, Erattayar

. Celebrated Holy Mass and gave message at the conclusion

of the Centenary Celebrations of St. Athanasius Church,
Mallappally; visited Divyakarunya Maria Bhavan; visited Mr.
Thommachan Moloparampil at Marian Centre Hospital, Palai
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Bishop’s Programme

December 2011

04.
05.
08.
12-13

15.
17.
18.
20.
22.

25.
26.
27.

28.

29.
31.

. Pastoral Visit St. Mary’s Church, Kogar

. Pastoral Council, Shimoga; Historical Committee Meeting
. Feast of Immaculate Conception, Shimoga
: Joint Commission Meeting on Seminary Formation, Mount St.

Thomas, Kakkanad

. Health Commission Meeting, Bangalore

. Christmas Carol for Children, Shimoga

. Pastoral Visit, St. Antony’s Church, Iduvally

. Christmas Gathering at Community Care Centre, Bahdravathi
. Christmas Gathering with Govt. officials at Chaithanya,

Gadikoppa

: Christmas, Cathedral N.R. Pura
: Priestly Ordination, Dn. Kuttarappillil Joseph, Nagavally
. Priestly Ordination, Dn. Edatinal Joseph, Perumpadavu; Holy

Qurbana, Palavayal

. Priestly Ordination, Dns. Njavarivadithara Joseph,mcbs and

Jomon Thaiparampil, cmi Vadayar

. Priestly Ordination, Dn. Paravakkad Joseph, Malappuram
: Priestly Ordination, Dn. Panathara Varghese, Thekkekara

January 2012

50

01.
02.
05.

09-13.

14.
15.

19-20.

22.
29.

. Priestly Ordination, Dn. Manickathan Joseph, Thannipuzha

: Priestly Ordination, Dn. Thattamparambil Jacob, Neelivayal

: Family Gathering Kattappana

. Syro-Malabar Bishops’ Synod, Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad
. Golden Jubilee, St. Thomas Ap. Seminary, Vadavathoor

. Holy Qurbana, Infant Jesus Church, Bhadravathi

. Satara-Solapur Mission

: Mission Fest 2011-2012, Ripponpet

. Holy Qurbana, Little Flower Cathedral, N.R. Pura
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February 2012

51

01-08.
09.
11-12.
13.
19.

. CBCI Meeting, Bangalore

. KUCFHR General Body Meeting, Bangalore; KRCBC Meeting
. Post Centenary Silver Jubilee of the Diocese of Mangalore

: CCK General Body Meeting, Mangalore

: Holy Qurbana, St. Alphonsa Church, Umblebylu
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Rev. Fr. Mathew Kizhakkemuriyil MCBS, Director of
Karunanilaya — the School and Hostel for the Hearing
Impaired Children at Machanahally, receiving State
Award, on the International Disabled Day from Shri
C.C. Patil, the Minister for Women and Child and Senior
Citizens Welfare, for his services in this field for more
than fifteen years, at Kanteerava Stadium, Bangalore.
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